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THE INTERNATIONAL MYELOMA FOUNDATION HONORS DR. DAVID AGUS FOR
USE OF WORLD’S MOST POWERFUL MAGNETS TO UNLOCK SECRETS OF
CANCER TREATMENT -- NOV. 12, BEVERLY HILTON

- Dr. Agus’ Research Helps Determine Which Patients Respond Best to Specific
Treatments —

--15th Annual Ribbon of Hope Gala to Pay Him Tribute--

North Hollywood, CA, October 20, 2005 -- The International Myeloma Foundation -
conducting research and providing education, advocacy, and support for myeloma
patients, families, researchers, and physicians - today announced it is singling out for
honors David B. Agus, M.D., a nationally prominent researcher at Cedars-Sinai Medical
Center in Los Angeles, for his cutting edge research to help determine which patients
respond best to treatments for cancer. Dr. Agus will be honored by The International
Myeloma Foundation at its 15" annual Ribbon of Hope Gala, November 12, at the
Beverly Hilton Hotel.

By using some of the world’s most powerful superconducting magnets to separate the
proteins in a drop of blood, Dr. Agus is engaged in a breakthrough study to help
determine which myeloma patients are best able to benefit from bone marrow
transplants, a mainstay of myeloma treatment. The data Dr. Agus is able to retrieve from
a single droplet of blood is so vast that a bank of super computers is employed to help
analyze the results.

“Others look at cancer and ask why, but | look at my patients and ask who — who will
benefit, whom can we help,” said Dr. Agus. “To me it is exciting to take this very
advanced technology that combines magnets and super computers, and then using
‘machine-learning’ we are able to solve these very human problems.”

For his work in myeloma, Dr. Agus has teamed with The International Myeloma
Foundation Chairman, Brian G. M. Durie, M.D., a member of the medical staff at Cedars-
Sinai, who is principal investigator of this study for the Southwestern Oncology Group
(SWOG).

“We do know that myeloma patients can have dramatic benefits from their treatments,
but the relapse rate is 13 percent per year, and that’s too high,” said Dr. Durie. “We are
pleased that Dr. Agus has agreed to use his highly technical skills and very advanced
resources at Cedars-Sinai to help us target treatments to individual patients so they will
benefit from what we do.”

Adds Dr. Agus, “The International Myeloma Foundation persuaded me on behalf of their
patients that this is a crucial area for research, and | am pleased to partner with them on
this new frontier of personalized medicine.”



Also being honored this year is the Affymetrix Corporation that helped develop “gene
chips,” vast amounts of biological data on a small glass slide to study the role of genes
and their components.

The theme of The International Myeloma Foundation’s gala will be “Lights, Camera,
Cure!” Robert Klein—actor, comedian, director, composer and author—will provide the
Gala’s featured entertainment. Master of Ceremonies will be television host Robin
Leach. All proceeds from the gala benefit programs instituted and sponsored by The
International Myeloma Foundation, including scholarship and research grants, advocacy
and seminars for patients, family members, and medical professionals. More information
about the Gala can be found at www.myeloma.org.

ABOUT DR. AGUS

David B. Agus, M.D., is Research Director of the Louis Warschaw Prostate Cancer
Center at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center's Samuel Oschin Comprehensive Cancer
Institute and Director of the Cedars-Sinai Proteomics Research Center. He is also an
attending physician in the Department of Medicine, Division of Medical Oncology at
Cedars-Sinai and an Assistant Professor of Medicine at the University of California, Los
Angeles (UCLA). In the laboratory, Dr. Agus is conducting research focused on
understanding the biology of cancer and the development of new drugs and treatments.
He is also using new technologies that will reveal valuable information regarding "on"
and "off" switches of the cancer and ultimately a more complete understanding of the
various factors that influence cancer development, progression, and response to
treatment.

ABOUT THE INTERNATIONAL MYELOMA FOUNDATION

The International Myeloma Foundation is the oldest and largest myeloma organization
reaching more than 125,000 members in 113 countries worldwide. A 501 (c) 3 non-profit
organization dedicated to improving the quality of life of myeloma patients and their
families, the IMF focuses in four key areas: research, education, support, and advocacy.
To date, the IMF has conducted more than 100 educational seminars worldwide,
maintains a world-renowned hotline, and operates Bank on a Cure®, a unique gene
bank to advance myeloma research. The IMF can be reached at (800) 452-CURE or
www.myeloma.org.



